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HARVEST SUPPER
Saturday, October 8th—4:30—6:30 PM
Ticket Prices—Adults, $9.00 Children (under 12 years) $5.00
Menu: Oven baked chicken, mashed potatoes, winter squash,
Coleslaw, cranberry sauce, homemade pies
Questions? Rosalie Churchill, (207) 703-0505
Servers are needed for set-ups and serving in the Fellowship Hall
for this yearly fun time. Notify Rosalie if you can help with this task.
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BUDGET SEASON!
As you’re all certainly excited to hear, we are once again approaching
budget season. The Trustees kindly ask all chairs of boards and
committees to begin reviewing your budget requests and changes,
and that you send all requests to the Trustees by November 1.
You can find this year’s budget allocations in the 2015 Annual Report.
If you have any questions or need more information, please contact
the church office

Thursday—8 AM—12PM
Office closed on Fridays

We are going digital
Beginning in January 2017 we will transition from paper newsletters to digital newsletters! This will
allow us to communicate more frequently and faster with our church family. Please be sure we have
your email address so that we can be sure you receive the newsletter. If you are unable to receive
email, let us know and we will be happy to send you a printed copy by first class mail.
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“This is why we constantly thank God: because when you received the
message about God that you heard from us, you welcomed it not as a human
message, but as it truly is – the message of God, which also works effectively
in you who believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)
With this line Paul reaffirms what he has said before, and what Jesus said
time and time again, and what God says to us in the Old Testament, and what
we know from experience: the word of God is sufficient to accomplish the work
of God.
It’s a curious thing – God doesn’t work through self-help, self-improvement, or
self-actualization. He works and changes us through his word. Through the
Bible and through the word which became flesh—Jesus. A universal human temptation is to try to
change ourselves; to make things better for ourselves. Whenever we are confronted with our own
shortcomings, we promise (at least to ourselves), “I’ll change. I’ll do that differently. I’ll never do
that again.”
That kind of force of will can work in some situations. But it never works spiritually. The Israelites
tried to make things work out themselves in Exodus 32 (the golden calf), and God almost wiped
them off the face of the earth in response. They tried again in 1 Samuel 8 (“We want a king!”), and
most Old Testament scholars will tell you that led to nearly 1,000 years of conflict, civil war,
slavery, and exile.
Our only refuge is in the word of God – the word that tells us, “You shall have no other gods
before me,” and that says, “They have rejected me as their king.” It’s the same word that tells us,
“Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” The same word that
tells us, “The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
God works through his word. He changes us through his word. He deepens our relationship with
him through his word. He comforts us and encourages us through his word. He challenges us
through his word. He inspires us through his word. And most importantly, he gives righteousness
and eternal life through his word.
As we ease into fall and enjoy the changing of the seasons, remember that there is one thing that
is unchanging: the word of God and its perfect, life-giving power.
Warmly,
Chris

B UILDING T EAM U PDATE
We are excited about our progress on the building team! Thank you all for your input this summer,
especially to those of you who attended our town hall meetings. We are now in the process of
consolidating and prioritizing all of our ideas and figuring out which projects should receive priority.
It’s not too late to offer your input! We still want to hear from you –
feel free to email building@middlestreetbaptist.org any time with your thoughts as we continue to seek
ways to make our building a better and better tool for ministry.

Newsletter Deadline
The Deadline for our November Issue will be Tuesday, October 18th.
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~~NOTES~~
Dear Church Family,
I’m so thankful for all the kindness shown to my family and
friends.
The celebration of Jim’s life was heart-warming. He would
have been so proud and humbled. The reception downstairs
in Fellowship Hall for so many people, can’t thank all the
people working enough, it was wonderful.
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Christopher McKenna
Cecelia Fitzgerald
Tina Wendell
Cindy Dodds
Beth Clarke
Janice Anderson
Judi Sama
Martha Jones
Pamela Moulton
Larry Hart
Richard Moulton
Nan Hodgdon
Jack Foster
Jacob Overton
Paul Harvey, Jr.
Karen Freda

Pastor Chris was a strong and loving presence, he didn’t
know Jim, but through his wife Katie, children Vinessa and
Andrew, as well as Lisa, Amy, and myself, he realized what
a special and loving person and Christian he was.
Through my faith, God will wrap his arms around us all to
understand Jim’s passing.
Thank you so much,
Martha DeStefano
Dear Members of the Middle Street Baptist Church
I have joined a church in Vermont where I now reside but will
always be grateful for your support and generosity.
May the church and all of its members feel the gift of God’s
mercies and love.
Very Sincerely,
Marge Hoefle

18th Christopher and Robin McKenna
♥ 30 Years
21st

Louis & Beverly Dow
♥ 60 years

Delia Simone Fant
Born: September 10, 2016—6 lbs., 15 oz.
Parents: Anysley (Martindale) and Jeff Fant
944 Lennox ST, Ann Arbor, MI, 48103
Grandparents: Vivan and Esther Martindale
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DAUGHTERS OF EVE
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

ANN JUDSON FELLOWSHIP

All women are invited to come and
find out how a group of women
connect with their daily walk with
Christ, learn more about one another, and have a
great time together.

We are meeting at the church and lunch will be
provided. After Lunch, at 2:00, we will be sewing
and rolling bandages for White Cross.

Meeting: 12:45 PM On Monday October 10th.

In September, we started a new Bible study, “Twelve
Women of the Bible”. The study guide and DVD are
based on the teaching from Lysa Terkeurst and
several other women. Each of the twelve sessions is
focused on one biblical woman, to help women
discover new insights and provide a powerful witness
to God’s gracious love.
Daughters of Eve meets the third Tuesday of every
month at 6:00 pm and the meetings are held at the
church. This new program is a separate Bible study
each month so even if you miss one, just come the
following month! Each meeting we will watch the
DVD together with a discussion to follow. Remember
to bring your Bibles!
Plenty of books have been ordered so please see
Janet Hand to receive a copy.

All ladies of the church are welcome. A sign up sheet
is on the podium next to the kitchen. Please sign up
so we will know how much food to prepare.
Any questions call Jan Witham at (603) 436-7252.

PLAN AHEAD ~~
2nd Annual Mount Major Hike
Sunday, October 2nd
Please join our Christian Education Board
sponsored hike for some fun, fellowship, and early
Fall beauty!

Upcoming Meetings
Tuesday, October 18th at 6:00 pm
The second biblical woman in the study is Rebekah
and Janet Hand is leading. Pease read the section in
the study guide on Rebekah.

All ages and abilities welcome! Just bring a bag
lunch and wear some sturdy shoes.

Tuesday, November 15th at 6:00 pm
The next session is Leah, please read about her in
the next study guide.
If you have any questions or would like additional
information, please contact Janet Hand at
603-436-3051 or janetmhand@gmail.com.

Save This Date
I am happy to announce that I am having an AED training session
on Saturday October 22nd at 1 PM at the church.
The AED or Automatic External Defibrillator is a device used in
the case of a person going into cardiac arrest. This training is
available to all in the church with no cost and will show how the
AED going into the church and CPR work together.
If you have any questions you can either talk to me in church or
email me at jmoverton17@comcast.net.
Josh Overton
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MISSIONS
INTERNATIONAL MISSION:
Each year, we as American Baptists, give a special offering to support our denomination’s World Mission Offering,
(WMO), and each year the national theme casts a spotlight on a different part of the world which gives American
Baptists a personal, front row seat to the powerful ministries that are changing lives for Christ around the globe.
This year’s theme is the spiritual revival happening in Baptist churches in Cuba right now. It is a story of perseverance, faithfulness even during great diversity, and it is OUR story to reach out with prayerful dedication in raising up
leaders with renewed hope as God amply provides for his people. We must also pray for a thriving youth ministry
that gives hope for the future of the church.
Our International Ministries is helping to fuel this revival. One missionary serving in Cuba is Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes
who was with us here at MSBC for a Sunday last fall. Giving to our WMO helps support our International Ministries
missionaries and global partners who daily actively share God’s message of hope ,love, and healing to a lost and
hurt world.
May we, at MSBC, give generously to our WMO during October to benefit our missionaries throughout the world,
as they proceed following in Jesus’s footsteps.
REGIONAL MISSION:
Our MSBC Men’s Team is heading to Camp Sentinel in October to help close up the camp for the season.
Take a look at your mission bulletin board to see pictures of the Clarks and Gustafsons working in the Church
World Service Warehouse in New Windsor, MD on their mission trip there in June.
LOCAL MISSION:
We give thanks to our September Salvation Army Soup Kitchen volunteers:
Sept. 1st Jack Foster, Rosalie Churchill, Chris and Jaime Dunaway—Sept.2nd Gary Sama, Al Gillette, Dick and
Janice Clark’
This ongoing 1st Thursday and Friday community outreach is a great way to serve those far less fortunate than us.
Please consider volunteering.
ONGOING:
We continue to fill the BIG red box in fellowship hall in response to “End 68 Hours of Hunger”. This food benefits
Portsmouth children and youth whose food is compromised on weekends due to their marginal environments.
Please give generously so these kids are not hungry on weekends.
UPCOMING:
The next White Cross bandage making workshop will be held Oct.10 at 2PM after a 1PM Ann Judson Women’s
Fellowship luncheon at the church. Please join us for BOTH! We welcome you and your help!
In closing may we heed these words: St Francis of Assissi puts our calling this way—“WE have been called to heal
wounds, to unite what has fallen apart, and to bring home those who have lost their way.”
Every day is a new day to embrace the calling and accept the challenge. Let us go forth and love the world for Christ.
AMEN.
Blessings,
Your Board of Missions
Marilyn Gustafson, Rosalie Churchill, Janice Clark

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE — At Middle Street Baptist Church
Friday, October 14, 12 Noon—5:00 PM

Sunday group baptisms happen frequently at Segunda Iglesia Bautista Peniel—a 314 member house
church in the village town of Jiguaní, Cuba. On a bright spring day, after Sunday worship, dozens of
church families walked the half-mile through town to the river. One by one, children, and women with
babies climbed through a prickly cactus hedge and proceeded down the bank to the riverside.
A group of teenage boys accompanied the festivities with music with a joyful Latin beat. A young interpreted for a group of teens who are deaf using Cuban sign language—and on that day, eight new followers of Jesus, ages 12 to 80, were baptized in the river by International Ministries (IM) missionary
Madeline Flores-López, IM special assistant Carlos Darío Peralta and Jiguaní Pastoral leader José
Luis Riverón.
After each baptism, those who were gathered on the riverbank burst into jubilant song and cheering,
celebrating each new life in Christ!
THE CHRSITIAN CHURCH IS GROWING IN CUBA, PRAISE GOD!
Give generously to this year’s World Mission Offering!
Please use the special envelopes provided in this newsletter or in the pews and make check out to Middle Street
Baptist Church.
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Updated 9-26- 2016

Cards and notes of encouragement are especially important at times of major transition in people’s lives –Just go
ahead and send a word even if you do not know someone well. If you need an address check the church family
directory or feel free to call or e-mail the church office.

Continuing Concerns
Lisa Beard, Amy DeStefano, Cathy Davis, Lyle Webb

Friends and Family
The family of Marjorie Caldwell
Norma Estrada, friend of Rosalie Churchill
Spencer Davis, brother-in-law of Roxanne Ferrin
Rita Rozek, mother of Tamara Rozek
John Steere, grandson of Dottie Steere-Doyle
The family of Liva Webb

Dana and Mark Wise, brothers of Tara Wise

Our Soldiers in Service
Peter Clark, Army; Logan Lewis, Marines; Damon Doyle, Marines; Becky Resendes, Army; Joe Freda, Jr., Navy;
Eli Sewell, Navy; Josh Reeves, Army

Our Friends and Members Based at Home
This list includes individuals and their family members whose mobility may be temporarily or permanently restricted.
This may include long- term recuperation, a limiting physical or emotional condition, long term assisted living, or
caretaking.

At Home
Victor and Helen Tine, 241 Drakeside RD, #1214, Hampton, NH 03842—(603) 926-5313

Assisted Living
Mark Wentworth Home, 346 Pleasant ST, Portsmouth, NH 03801
Carolyn Harvey  Norma Lang Marjorie Little
Al Coyle—Maple Suites, 30 Holiday DR #118, Dover, NH 03820 (603) 343-1079

IN MEMORIAM
Marjorie A. Caldwell
August 11, 1935
to
September 15, 2016
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
Abendmusik Fine Arts Concert Series
With great pleasure the Abendmusick Fine Art Series Committee extends to you an invitation to hear Paul Dykstra,
Pianist, with full orchestra, at Rye Congregational church, 580 Washington RD, Rye, NH on Saturday, October 22nd,
at 7:30 PM. International Concert Pianist, Paul Dykstra, will include virtuosic solo masterworks on the first half of his
program and on the second half the most famous Piano Concerto ever composed- the “Emperor Concerto” by Beethoven for Piano and Full Orchestra- including the finest players in New Hampshire and New England, with Hannah
Reitz, Concert Master.

“Abendmusik” is a German word, meaning “an evening concert, usually taking place in a church.” Through the
Abendmusik series the Rye Congregational Church offers to the community an opportunity to hear the very finest
chamber music north of Boston, and at a fraction of the cost. The church enjoys sharing its warm acoustic sanctuary,
24-rank pipe organ, and excellent seven-foot Schimmel grand piano with the community through the series. Abendmusik is a nonprofit, all-volunteer effort. Donations are accepted at the door. All are welcome to a reception immediately
following each concert. For more information, contact the church office at (603) 964-4061.

Meals 4 Seniors—A Seacoast Family Food Pantry Project
The number of food insecure senior citizens is growing. In the past two years, we have seen a 92% increase in pantry participants who are over the age of 60. In order to mitigate the hunger issues facing our region’s seniors, we are
implementing a new Meals4Seniors Program.
If you or anyone you know is a shut in and who might want or need to receive these local seacoast area services
please let us know.
The program includes the following components:
Seniors Only Pantry Hours - Our older participants report that they feel more comfortable visiting the pantry when it
is not crowded. In response, we now offer “seniors only” hours every Wednesday from 1:00pm-3:00pm. Seniors are
still welcome to visit the pantry at any other open times if they prefer
Senior Food on the Go - To meet the emergency/immediate needs of seniors unable or unwilling to visit the pantry, we will deliver prepackaged healthy (e.g. heart health, low sugar, joint health) food “gift bags” to such locations
as our local housing authority, houses of worship, senior centers and doctors' offices. These bags will contain easyto-prepare shelf stable food items that can be privately distributed by our partners to those seniors identified as being in need of emergency food. This ensures we reach those most vulnerable while also respecting any dignity and/
or privacy concerns.
For more information about our programming for seniors, please contact JoMay Schleicher, Program Coordinator at
(603)436,0641 or jschleicher@sffp.org.

Volunteer at Cross Roads House
The success at Cross Roads House would not be possible without the help of volunteers. Whether you
can give a couple of hours a week or a couple hours a month, we would appreciate your time and energy.
We typically need help in this area: Soup Kitchen
Dinner is served seven nights a week at our shelter. Volunteers are needed to prepare and cook meals;
serve dinner to residents; and assist with organization of food donations. Please note volunteers who
work onsite at the shelter cannot be under 18 or still in high school. This policy is in place to respect the privacy of our
school age residents who come in contact with our volunteers. A volunteer orientation meeting is typically held once a
month. For orientation dates or more information, please contact JoAnn Rohde at (603)-436-2218 x107
or j.rohde@crossroadshouse.org.

